Ships’ Flags at 
Half-mast 

Ail ships In the harbour 
ar Lyttelton lowered their 
flags at half-mast to-day as 
soon as the death of Pre- 
sident Kennedy was 
announced. 


Another Blow for Kennedy s 


N-ZJPjL-UJPX 

BOSTON, Nov. 22. 

The assassination of 
President Kennedy to- 
day was the latest in a 
series of personal trage- 
dies that has stalked the 
close-knit Kennedy clan. 

Of the nine children bom 
to Mr and Mrs Joseph P. 
Kennedy three are now 
dead. 

Little more than three 
months ago. last August 9, 
the dead President's third 
child, Patrick Bouvier, died 
39 hours after he was bom. 

The President's father 


suffered a stroke two years evident as at the Kennedy 
ago that left him partially compound, a cluster of sum- 
disabled. jmer homes at the Cape Cod 

resort community of Hyan- 


Close to Death 


The President himself 
narrowly escaped death dur- 


nis Port. 

There 

gathered 


the 

with 


Kennedys 
their wives 


ing World War II when his and husbands and children 
torpedo boat was sunk In during the summer and on 
the South Pacific. traditional holidays. 

He twice was hospitalised I The President had planned 
for long periods. jto come "home" to Hyanuis 


This recurrence of trag- 
edy struck deeply at the 
Kennedvs. 

Yet In many ways It 
strengthened already strong 
family ties. 


next week to observe 
thanksgiving with his par- 
ents and brothers and 
sisters. 

The Kennedy compound 
was a place of rousing con 


Nowhere was the unity so versation, of touch fcotball. 


of sailing and swimming, of 
romping with children. 

It was the place where 
young Jack Kennedy 
learned to sail a boat while 
he was still so small that his 
father could not always see 
his head above the gun- 
wale. 

It was also the place 
where President Kennedy 
took his wife after their son 
died in August. 

There they comforted each 
other and took comfort in 
their two older children, 
not knowing that their life 
together was so near an 
end. 


